
 

 

To Our Valued Supporters: 

In recent communication, by social media and possibly in a personal note, you have received 

expressions of gratitude from Casa de Fe and/or Hope Extended for your support during the year 2020.  

Income for the year was excellent, particularly when we consider the times of uncertainty in which we 

live.   Monetary donations, from international donors, as well as in kind donations from local donors 

provided the much needed symbiotic relationship needed to make Casa de Fe a healthy organization. 

While we certainly have always had future plans for both Casa De Fe and Hope Extended, we have been 

somewhat remiss in formulating and pursing those plans because we were consistently facing the 

concerns of bringing in income sufficient to meet the basic, current needs.   With that in mind, we would 

like to share some details about Hope Extended and Casa de Fe, including thoughts regarding where we 

are headed in 2021.   

What is Hope Extended (HE) and how is it different from Casa de Fe? The IRS requires that every non-

profit organization with tax exempt status meet regulations set down by the IRS.  That written set of 

rules is called a 501(c) (3).  HE is the 501(c) (3) which has been incorporated in the state of Mississippi.  

An elected board of directors manages the tax free fundraising efforts for Casa de Fe.  HE does NOT 

manage Casa de Fe.  That management function is done by a locally elected board of Ecuadorian 

directors for the Fundación Casa de Fe.   However, the board at Casa de Fe frequently asks for opinions 

and advice from HE.   Patti Sue is a non-voting member of HE and a member of the Casa de Fe board. 

Patti Sue did extensive traveling during 2020, visiting donors and providing updates on what is 

happening at Casa de Fe.  She plans to visit additional donors and churches during 2021.  If you would 

like her to stop in your area, just let her know as soon as possible, so she can plan her itinerary.  You can 

contact her at pattisue@lacasadefe.org 

 

We have learned that when children do not return to their families and “age out” at age 18, they are not 

ready to make their own way in the world.  We are looking at several options to teach marketable 

vocational skills, beginning with children at the age of 10-12.  A large proportion of the oldest children 

at Casa are girls, and the struggles girls face finding a viable vocation in Ecuador are significant, so the 

program will need to specifically address those issues. 

 

We are currently working with an advisory company in Mississippi that specializes in finding grants 

from foundations around the US.  If we were to get a grant, the funds would be the necessary start-up 

capital to establish vocational education programs.  Finding a foundation interested in investing in this 

kind of venture is like looking for the proverbial needle in the haystack.  However, the need is so 

pressing that we will continue to pursue all viable avenues to complete this project.   If anyone is 

involved in a charitable foundation or has contacts with board members of a foundation, we would be 

very interested in talking with you. 

 

We are hopeful that in the second half of 2021, teams will be able to again travel to Casa de Fe.  Several 

teams have already expressed interest, and some have even made reservations.  If you have a group that 

would be interested in traveling to Ecuador to work on a project, please let us know by contacting us at 

teams@lacasadefe.org.  Casa de Fe is ready to receive groups as soon as March 1, 2021. 
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Casa de Fe has some specific needs that we would like to meet.  However, these needs cannot be met 

through regular operational expenses.  For example, with 50 children, the daily laundry requirements are 

staggering.  An industrial washer-dryer would be considerably more efficient and durable than the 

ragtag assortment of home machines currently in use.  We would also like to acquire at least one 

embroidery sewing machine that could be used in the vocational program.   

 

Casa de Fe has had a desire for many years to build a special needs home for those significantly disabled 

children who are less likely to be adopted, but are unable to live without assistance.  This project would 

require a huge amount of funding and simply cannot be done out of operating costs.  This is a God-sized 

undertaking, but we are believing that in time the resources and people will come together to realize this 

dream.  A smaller dream we have is the construction of a covered basketball/soccer space.  A couple of 

motivated teams could make this dream a reality in the immediate future, providing weather-protected 

play space for the kids of Casa de Fe. 

 

A listing of the board of HE is given below for two reasons.  First, you will know who these people are.  

Secondly, you may wish to contact board members with questions, suggestions, or comments.  We value 

your input. 

Patti Sue Arnold (C.E.O.) non-voting - 601-990-6805, pattisue@lacasadefe.org  

Omer Troyer (Pres.) - North Port, FL, 941-223-1688, mjotroyer@gmail.com  

Bart Allen  (V.P.) - Brookhaven, MS, Bart@gatorsigncompany.com  

Charlsie Estess (Sec.) - Brookhaven, MS, Charlsie_estess@yahoo.com  

Robert Jamison (Treas.) - Lake Park, MN, Jamisons@loretel.net  

Joe Davis - Katy, TX, Joesdavis17@gmail.com  

Pastor Rodney Jones - Brandon, MS, Rodney1John47@gmail.com  

Connie Hodges - Brookhaven, MS, connietimmonshodges@gmail.com  

Korey White - Brookhaven, MS, www.whiteandassociatesllc.com 

Libby Unruh - OK, libby.unruh@gmail.com  

 

You, along with the HE board and the Casa de Fe board and staff, take seriously the words of Jesus in 

Matthew 25: 40 “… In as much as you have done it unto the least of these my brethren, you have 

done it unto me.”  

 

Thank you so much for caring in so many different ways.   Your financial support, your work, spreading 

the word about Casa de Fe and your prayers are all an integral part of the success of Casa de Fe and of 

the future of Hope Extended. 

 

Omer Troyer, President, Hope Extended (HE) 
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